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“I had always read or heard that you can’t do 

anything to assist the shockingly poor, or that giving 

anything to beggars would only encourage them. But 

I wonder if that was an exuse for complacency. How 

better to relieve yourself of any responsibility for a 

problem than to say the problem insolvable.“

Jim Ziolkowski, “Walk in Their Shoes“



Problem statement 

There is a common belief amongst the population 

that the homeless achieved their indigence by their 

own sordid means, which has created a frosty outlook 

toward aiding this particular segment of under-

privileged people. Most people assume that it was 

drugs that brought theses people to their plight. 

There is potential in this segment of human capital, 

potential that has gone unnoticed and is sorely 

in need of development. This project explores the 

plight of these people, what brought them to their 

current situation and what they need now to get 

out of it. 



A homeless individual is defined as “an 

individual who lacks housing (without 

regard to whether the individual is 

a member of a family), including an 

individual whose primary residence 

during the night is a supervised public 

or private facility (e.g., shelters) that 

provides temporary living accommoda-

tions, and an individual who is a resident 

in transitional housing.” A homeless person 

is an individual without permanent housing 

who may live on the streets; stay in a 

shelter, mission, single room occupancy 

facilities, abandoned building or vehicle; 

or in any other unstable or nont permanent 

situation. 

Section 330 of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C., 254b)
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National Alliance to End Homelessness: Survey “The State of Homelessness in America“

US Homeless Numbers

At Point-in-Time count In January 

2015, 564,708 people were homeless 

on a given night in the United States. 

Of that number:

206,286 were people in families and 

358,422 were individuals. 

About 15 percent of the homeless 

population - 83,170 - are considered 

“chronically homeless” individuals.

Point-in-Time

The Point-in-Time (PIT) count is a count 

of sheltered and unsheltered homeless 

persons on a single night in January. 

HUD requires that Continuums of Care 

conduct an annual count of homeless 

persons who are sheltered in emergency 

shelter, transitional housing, and Safe 

Havens on a single night.



he is definatly a 
criminal

it is his own fault

he is asking money 
for drugs

Stereotypes 
&

Misconceptions

Most of what the public knows or think it 

knows about homelessness is wrong and 

unfair.  Our society build stereotypes to 

explain the reasons for homelessness and 

most of them are harmful misconceptions 

that creates a barrier between homeless 

person and help from other people. This 

stereotypes are so built in our minds that 

it is very difficult to have an open mind 

and not to judge the homeless. 

if he wasn’t too lazy to 
work he wouldn’t be on 

the street



Where Homeless can get help in Savannah

Chatham Savannah Authority 

for the Homeless

Since 1989 

The CSAH partners with nonprofit 

service providers, government, busi-

ness and the community to assist the 

homeless and those at risk of home-

lessness. Services are included: child 

and family development, community 

outreach, case management, education, 

training, literacy support, health and 

nutrition, transportation, employment 

and behavioral health services.

Union Mission

Since 1973

Union Mission provides emergency 

shelter, permanent supportive housing, 

behavioral health services, support 

for people living with HIV/AIDS,  and 

employment and educational services.

Old Savannah City Mission

Since 1997

Old Savannah City Missionis a non 

profit organization with a mission 

to help homeless with: serving food, 

shelter, rehabilitation from alcohol/

drugs addiction, clothing, restores the 

ex-offender and proclaim the gospel.

Inner City Night Shelter

Since 1983

Inner City is an emergency shelter for 

chronically homeless adult men and 

women providing counseling, shelter, 

and supportive services which

promotes various levels of positive 

behavior change, self-sufficiency and 

living independently.

Park Place Outreach Inc

Since 1984

Park Place Outreach Youth Emergency 

Shelter provides services to at-risk 

youth and their families, increases 

their functional level, and reunifys 

families whenever possible.

Greenbriar Children’s Center, 

Inc.

Since 1949

Greenbriar Children’s Center promotes 

the healthy development of children 

and the strengthening of families; 

provides services that include an 

emergency shelter, runaway/homeless, 

residential care, independent living, 

family preservation, early childhood 

education & care, and Project Safe Place.



Common Reasons For Homelessness

Powerty
Unemployment Poor Physial 

Health

Poor Mental 

Health

Alcohol & Drugs                     

Abuse

Young LGBT

Gambling
Family / Relationship

Breackdown

Domestic Violence

Physical & Sexual 

Abuse

http://www.dvrcrisiscenter.org/

Poverty is not an accident. Like slavery and apartheid, 

                     
                     

                     
  

                     
        it is man-made and can be removed by the actions of human beings. 

Nelson Mandela



https://www.emaze.com/@AZLTLQZL/Poverty

  Fair Market Rent, 
Chatham County, GA

  Efficiency - $657

  1 B - $775

  2 B - $897

  3B - $1,208

  4 B - $1,412

 The Fair Laor Standart is 
$7.25 / h

 $7.25 x 40 = $ 290 / w

            x 4 = $1,160 / m

 rent is 30%  of $ / m

 $1,160 x 30% = $ 348 

 $812 (left over)

U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban 

Development:

a family with a full-time worker 

making minimum wage can 

not afford fair-market rent for 

a two bedroom appartment 

anywhere in the U.S.

The most common reason for 
homelessness - 

lack of affortable housing



Avarage homeless person is 

a middle-aged African American man 

(40.6%)



There are about 40% of all 

homeless youth age LGBT.

Homeless Youth

Do you remember your 20s?

 

You graduated from high school and attended college. 

Maybe you took a gap year underwritten by the bank of 

Mommy and Daddy. It was the beginning of a new chapter in 

your life. You finally made your own decisions and actually 

felt independent, learned new skills and went on your way 

to figure out whom you are and what you want to do in 

life. You took classes, learned, volunteered, and changed 

majors because you were searching for your path. You 

were young, full of hopes and dreams and you are going to 

change the world. You finished college, got your first real 

job, and maybe met someone special and built a family.



Why should we care? Our youth is our future. In order to build a sustainable 

society we need to make sure that all people have their 

basic needs met and everyone has a place to call home. 

Our youth are the ones who will live here next, who will 

work and make this place great. It is our responsibility 

to provide a safe environment for our young people can 

obtain skills and knowledge to contribute to our society.

To have an opportunity to start a life 

like that is great and, some might take 

for granted, but we all can go thought 

that journey if we have a support of 

our families, people that loves us and 

want us to succeed. Unfortunately, not 

all of us are that lucky.

According to “The State of Homeless in 

America” survey of 2015 by National 

Alliance to End Homeless, there are 

36,907 unaccompanied children and 

youth across the country. In Chatham 

County there are 747 homeless children 

and youth.

Not everybody is aware of the real 

reasons that people are homeless and 

most believe all too common yet incor-

rect stereotypes about homelessness. 

These incorrect stereotypes can be 

very hurtful because it can prevent 

people from getting help. If everybody 

believes that homeless people are 

criminals and too lazy to work then 

who would want to hire them or give 

any help at all? If people believe that 

all homeless are addicted to drugs 

and alcohol then why give them money 

while they are bagging on the street?

 

Incorrect conventional wisdom says 

that homeless youth is a kid that got 

kicked out of the house, that it is his 

or her own fault and she/he deserves 

it, or s/he run away because of his/

her stupid reasons. Do you really think 

that a child would run away from 

a good home so s/he can live under 

the bridge and have no chance for a 

good life?

Many young people end up on the street 

because of the domestic violence, teen 

pregnancy, poor performance at school, 

and child abuse. Kids don’t usually run 

away from home, especially for no 

reason, but most likely got kicked out 

because their parents are not happy 

with them anymore.  

 

The most common reason for a teen to 

get kicked out of home is that parents 

disagree with their sexual orientation. 

There are about 40% of all homeless 

youth age LGBT. 

 

There are so many of us who don’t 

appreciate all the efforts and sac-

rifices our families have to make to 

give us an opportunity to learn, find 

ourselves and build a great life. Not all 

of us are that lucky. Homeless youth 

are young people who didn’t have a 

chance to go to college, get skills, find 

who they want to be and what role 

they want to play in the community.



Cohousing
is an intentional community of private 

homes clustered around shared space. 

Each attached or single family home has 

traditional amenities, including a private 

kitchen. Shared spaces typically feature a 

common house, which may include a large kitchen 

and dining area, laundry, and recreational spaces.

SRO
single room occupancy is a form of housing in which 

one or two people are housed in individual rooms 

(sometimes two rooms, or two rooms with a bathroom 

or half bathroom) within a multiple-tenant building.

Tiny Homes
it’s a home of 400 square feet or less, 

either on wheels or a foundation. A home 

of between 400and 1000 square feet 

is considered to be small.

Rooming Housing
a private house in which 

rooms are rented for living 

or staying temporarily.

Micro Apartments
although micro unit has no standard 

definition, a working definition is a small studio 

apartment, typically less than 350 square feet, 

with a fully functioning and accessibility 

compliant kitchen and bathroom.



Tietgenkollegiet

Tietgenkollegiet (The Tietgen Residence 

Hall in Denmark) is a progressive approach 

to student housing that focuses on 

building a student community centered 

around volunteering and co-housing. So 

far Tietgenkollegiet’s ability to create such 

a community has been unparalleled in 

student housing.

The main thing Tietgenkollegiet contrib-

utes to building this great community is 

the common spaces the building provides 

for residents. None of the individual rooms 

have a kitchen, instead 30 large common 

kitchens, spread throughout the entire 

building provide the students a place to 

gather to prepare meals and share them 

with each other. 



Hogewey 
“Dementia Village”

Hogewey is a Dutch experiment into the 

care of dementia patients. It is essentially 

a closed village where residents with 

dementia can live in a facsimile of the 

real world, but be totally and completely 

safe and cared for by the plain clothes 

care givers that live and work alongside 

them. This normalcy has been beneficial 

to the residents, and despite the cost, 

which is an exorbitant $7,000 USD per 

resident per month, many other agencies 

are studying the Hogewey experiment to 

replicate it or elements of it in other facil-

ities. A larger facility is slated to open in 

Switzerland in 2017 and there is a similar 

project in Italy as well. This entire village 

eases the passing of our most vulnerable 

and venerable societal members. Even 

though the cost is high, should we not be 

doing exactly this for our elders.



Housing First
in Canada

Housing First in Canada, essentially “flips 

the script” on how society helps people 

recover from homelessness. Traditionally 

the path out of homelessness is fix homeless 

persons issues - go find a job- then get 

housing. Initially this path seems to be 

the logical route. However the amount 

of failures this route has is extremely 

high and it is expensive to treat people 

this way. So instead of trying to start by 

treating people who are still homeless for 

the myriad of problems that people who 

are homeless have like mental health or 

addiction issues which is really hard, they 

put them in a house. Not a big or fancy 

house, just a small house. Then they start 

treating them for their issues. And it is 

highly effective. Less than 1% of people 

return to the streets after going through 

the programs. And it is surprisingly 

ludicrously cheaper than the traditional 

methods of treating homelessness. In 

Toronto over a year it saved 22,000 

Canadian Dollars per person. 



Tiny Homes Project 
in Savannah GA

The Homeless Authority in Savannah is 

currently creating a Tiny Home Village 

of about 60 homes. Each home is fully 

equipped with amenities including beds, 

kitchens, a/c and heat. 12 are allotted to 

homeless veterans and the remaining 

48 will be distributed on a lottery system. 

It is slated for completion in 2021, and is 

more of a testbed for housing solutions 

in Savannah.



Baltimore Elementary School

An Elementary School in Baltimore has con-

ducted an experiment in behavioral health. 

They have established a meditation room 

in their school called a Mindful Moments 

Room. It is a room of purple pillows and 

lavender scent designed to calm students. 

Providing a calm place in for children who 

are struggling and stressed out has had an 

impact, provided some quantum of solace 

to the kids and allowing them to focus on 

schools. It has worked out so well that a 

high school has also established a Mindful 

Moments Room.  



This table shows the evaluation of each case study and 

housing types. They are evaluated on whether they have 

access or not to  key points that this project is focused on, 

such as safety for the mentally ill and equality. All of these 

case studies have a great feature and by combining all the 

best part of them the perfect environment will be designed. 

  safe for mentally ill
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The concept of universal design is 

essential for this project because 

there is no one perfect user for home-

lessness. Lots of homeless people 

are physically challenged, especially 

within the homeless veteran com-

munity, and there are a lot of elderly 

people who have age related disabilities. 

Another reason is mental illness: 20-

25% of homeless suffer from various 

mental challenges. It is common that 

people become homeless because of 

their mental illness because it affects 

their relationship with people and they 

can’t be stable at work which can lead 

to unemployment. Most people can be 

helped with medication and constant 

mental support but there are cases 

when people can’t stay in homeless 

shelters or halfway houses because 

the place doesn’t serve their needs or 

they are scared to stay there. For example, 

people who suffer from claustrophobia 

would prefer to stay on the streets 

because usually shelters have small 

dark spaces which can trigger a panic 

attack.    

For this project the intention was to 

design a space where everyone can 

be happy regardless of their mental 

or physical challenges. A place where 

a person with claustrophobia, schizo-

phrenia or on a wheelchair can all 

be happy. Once the needs of a critical 

mass is met other people without 

challenges would all be comfortable 

and happy in that place as well.

Universal design is a design methodology 

that applies broad principles to archi-

tectural productions in order to make 

them accessible to all people regardless 

of age or ability.

1. The average user is artificial

The Average User is a an artificial construct 

created from by averaging user data. 

The Average User is used in planning, 

however, since The Average User is an 

abstract concept, and no user perfectly 

matches The Average User there for 

does not meet every person’s needs.

2. The average user is static

The Average Users is a statistical 

snapshot of the user body, It is static 

and only changes when a new snapshot 

is taken. Individual users are dynamic. 

Universal  Design

“We have clients come to us and say, “Here’s our 

average customer:”, for instance, “She’s female, she’s 

34 years old, she has 2.3 kids…” And we listen politely 

and say: “Well, that’s great but we don’t care about 

that person”. What we really need to do to design, is 

look at the extremes, the weakest, or the person with 

arthritis, or the athlete, or the strongest or the fastest 

person. Because if we understand what the extremes 

are, the middle will take care of itself”.

                              Dan Formosa, Smart Design, 

“Objectified”



Mental Illness is often a key contributing 

factor to homelessness. Studies show that a 

fifth to a quarter of the homeless population 

in the United States suffer from sever mental 

illness. This data comes from the Substance 

Abuse and Mental Health Services Adminis-

tration. In the US population as a whole, only 

6% suffer from severe form of mental illness. 

Mental health is a leading cause of homelessness. 

Mental illness makes people unable to complete 

tasks that are necessary for daily life. It also 

prevents people from forming and maintaining 

normal, stable relationships. Mental illness 

affects people’s ability to conduct proper 

personal hygiene or take proper measures to 

prevent disease. The mentally ill, especially 

those who are homeless also medicate using 

street drugs which may lead to infection. 

These factors make it very hard for the 

mentally ill homeless to find employment 

or housing.

Mental illness and homelessness



Bipolar Disorder

A disorder associated with episodes of mood 

swings ranging from depressive lows to manic highs.

• Can’t be cured, but treatment may help

• Chronic: can last for years or be lifelong

• Requires a medical diagnosis

• Lab tests or imaging not required

Manic episodes may include symptoms such 

as high energy, reduced need for sleep, and 

loss of touch with reality. Depressive episodes 

may include symptoms such as low energy, 

low motivation, and loss of interest in daily 

activities. Mood episodes last days to months 

at a time and may also be associated with 

suicidal thoughts. Treatment is usually lifelong 

and often involves a combination of medications 

and  psychotherapy.



http://i.huffpost.com/gen/1455662/
images/o-SCHIZOPHRENIA-face-
book.jpg

Paranoia

A mental condition characterized by delusions 

of persecution, unwarranted jealousy, or exag-

gerated self-importance, typically elaborated 

into an organized system. It may be an aspect 

of chronic personality disorder, or drug abuse, 

or of a serious condition such as schizophrenia 

in which the person loses touch with reality.

Synonyms: 

persecution complex, delusions, 

obsession, psychosis.



Claustrophobia

Claustrophobia is an anxiety disorder in 

which the sufferer has an irrational fear 

of having no escape or being closed-in. 

It frequently results in a panic attack and 

can be triggered by certain stimuli or 

situations, such as being in a crowded 

elevator, a small room without any windows, or 

being in an airplane. Some patients with claus-

trophobia find their anxiety levels rise when 

they wear tight-necked clothing.

Claustrophobia is generally the result of an 

experience in the person’s past (usually in their 

childhood) that has led them to associate small 

spaces with the feeling of panic or being in 

imminent danger.



Schizophrenia

A long-term mental disorder of a type involving 

a breakdown in the relation between thought, 

emotion, and behavior, leading to faulty 

perception, inappropriate actions and 

feelings, withdrawal from reality and personal 

relationships into fantasy and delusion, and a 

sense of mental fragmentation.

• Can’t be cured, but treatment may help

• Chronic: can last for years or be lifelong

• Requires a medical diagnosis



Major Depression

A brain disorder characterized by persistently 

depressed mood or loss of interest in activities, 

causing significant impairment in daily life.

The persistent feeling of sadness or loss of 

interest that characterizes major depression 

can lead to a range of behavioral and physical 

symptoms. These may include changes in sleep, 

appetite, energy level, concentration, daily 

behavior, or self-esteem. Depression can also 

be associated with thoughts of suicide.

The mainstay of treatment is usually medication, 

talk therapy, or a combination of the two. 



Everyone can give 
the gift of hope.

You don’t have to be rich or be a social worker 

in order to help people in need, everyone 

can do it. Everyone can make a difference in 

someone’s life, you just need to be open in 

your heart and take a first step. Sometimes it 

is a meal, or donating clothes, or just a kind 

word, anything helps.  

Savannah has a great organization that helps 

homeless and it has lots of volunteers who 

is always there when help is needed. It is a 

Union Mission. Their goal is to help the one in 

needs with anything from food to find a job 

and housing. They provide emergency shelter, 

permanent supportive housing, behavioral 

health services, support for people living with 

HIV/AIDS,  and employment and educational 

services. 

They have a lot of volunteers and during my 

research I also volunteered:

• helped in warehouse to organize 

donations and helping clients to find items 

that they need;

• movie night with women in Barnes Center 

(a permanent housing for homeless women)

• helped to serve Thanksgiving dinner at the

Grace House (emergency housing for man)

• will help  to serve Christmas dinner 

(scheduled)



LAMONICA GRAHAM
Permanent Housing Manager

Intervew

Barnes Center Union Mission
Permanent Housing for Homeless Women

Volunteering, Movie Day

Me Before You
the movie that was shown at the 

Movie Day in Barnes Center

Volunteering, Movie Day

LAURA LANE MCKINNON
Director of Development

Intervew

ANDREW WEBB
Case Coordinator, Grace House

Intervew

Union Mission serves up 

Thanksgiving meal

Volunteering

MAGGIE LYNN
Community Outreach Coordinator

Intervew



When Andrew joined the Army he 

carried baggage from his childhood 

he did not know he had. When he 

returned from the conflict he came 

with even more and was now acutely 

aware of the burden he had shoul-

dered. Andrew did not know how to 

deal with it. The Army offered resources 

to help with mental health issues but 

he saw those that took advantage of 

those benefits turn into pariah. The 

infantry has the hardest job, which 

makes toughness paramount. Any 

sign of weakness is excoriated; this 

includes those seeking mental health 

counseling. Andrew was angry all the 

time at everyone and unable to go 

forward so he got out of the Army.

 

Andrew still had a family to provide 

for so he tried to work. He kicked 

around from odd job to odd job unable 

to really put down roots or hold a job. 

He was angry almost all the time and 

he became unbearable to live with. 

His wife eventually kicked him out and 

suddenly he was homeless. He couch 

surfed with friends and family for the 

next six months.This was the lowest 

point of his life. Andrew says, “You feel 

like there is no way to get out of it.” 

He had no job, very little money and 

was burning every bridge he had just 

trying to live. Still he did not want 

help. “I didn’t want help, I thought “I 

will fix it myself.”” He lived on friend’s 

couches, in his truck, he even moved 

back to his childhood home to his 

old bedroom. Andrew was looking for 

a way out all the time eventually 

concluding that there was only one 

way out. He tried to kill himself. He 

failed. He checked himself into a mental 

institution. He did something unthink-

able, he asked for help.

 

Everything got better for him when he 

asked for help.  Andrew says “I would 

not be here without help, without 

someone.” All the programs that the 

Army had the Veterans Affairs Admin-

istration emplaced were still available 

to him. He was treated medically 

and began using his GI Bill. He went 

to school. He fixed what was broken 

about him. He set down what he was 

carrying. But he didn’t do it alone. He 

met a woman who became his rock. 

The VA helped heal him and the GI 

Bill helped educate him. Now he is a 

master’s candidate and he is gainfully 

employed working with homeless 

people at the Union Mission.

 

At the end of the day Andrew shares 

the darkest moments of his life freely 

as an admonition to others to seek 

help if they need it. “If you can learn 

from my story it’s a victory”, he says.

“I would not be here without help, 
without someone.”

This is the story about a man who was 

homeless in Savannah. He traveled the 

streets here and eventually got help 

and broke the cycle of homelessness. 

We can learn many things from his 

decent into homelessness and his 

recovery from it.

 

Andrew did not get the best start in 

life. He was born to poor parents who 

constantly neglected him, trundling 

through school and getting mediocre 

grades because nobody cared enough 

to help him and he did not care to ask 

for help. Andrew was a child of neglect 

growing up in a dilapidated thin-walled 

trailer in a neighborhood of dingy 

trailers. High School graduation came 

and went, and Andrew barely graduated.  

He had no prospects so he joined the 

Army in 2002. 

 

The Army in 2003 was only about a 

year and half into a war that would 

last for over a decade. A new front in 

the war on terror was opening in Iraq. 

They needed people badly to fill their 

ranks and support a now two front 

war on terror. They needed people to 

do every sort of job imaginable. Still 

the offered only two jobs to Andrew, 

truck driver or infantryman. The infantry 

sounded cooler to a young man like 

Andrew. The infantrymen were the 

Soldiers who had the unenviable job 

of actually fighting the enemy directly. 

They were the door kickers and the 

shooters and most of all it was cool. 

So Andrew chose the infantry. He also 

got married and had a son. And then 

he deployed. He went to the worst 

place on the planet and fought a war 

few people understood or believed 

him, and like so many young men and 

women of his generation, the war left 

its mark upon him. 

 

ANDREW WEBB

Case Coordinator, GRACE HOUSE



Chatham Savannah Authority 
for the Homeless

The CSAH partners with nonprofit ser-

vice providers, government, business and 

the community to assist the homeless and 

those at risk of homelessness. Services are 

included: child and family development, 

community outreach, case management, 

education, training, literacy support, health 

and nutrition, transportation, employment 

and behavioral health services.

Jeffrey Kole

President of Kole Management 
Intervew

Kole Management company 

Kole Management places a strong emphasis 

on civic engagement, which has included 

active involvement with Union Mission, the 

Georgia Historical Society, Senior Citizens 

Inc., the Memorial Medical Foundation, 

the Savannah Apartment Association and 

the Georgia Apartment Association.  Kole 

Management is an active fundraising and 

volunteer participant in the United Way of 

the Coastal Empire.

Kole Management donated five apartments 

for Union Mission to be used by families 

as an emergency temporary situation 

for free. 



Bridge Haven

Combining my best skill in Architecture and Sustainability I 
wanted to design a place where homeless people can make 
an easy transition from the bottom of society to a better 
future. A place where everyone will be treated equally 
regardless of their race, gender, sexual preferences or mental 
and physical challenges. A place where everyone is valuable 
and needed. A place where they can heal and deal with their 
problems with a help of each other. A place that gives them 
opportunities and hope because THEY DESERVE IT. 

Bridge Haven will respect their privacy but also encourage 
people to be together. Everyone will have their own room 
with private bathroom but they will be sharing common 
areas as kitchel, study, living room, et.c.  There will be an 
outdoor common areas where they can have meeting, talks 
and gardening all together. Their private room will be small 
so they have something that belong to them but they will be 
encouraged to get out of their room and use common spaces 
to interact with each other.

Bridge Haven

Union Mission Inc,

Savannah, GA

1    Emergency Shelter

     up to 90 days

2   Transition Housing

     up to 2 years

3   Permanent Supportive   

     Housing

     1 day - ferever



Seawright Apartments
7215 Seawright Drive, Savannah GA.

Bridge Haven is the name of the project, of an idea 

but the place itself named after the street it is on, 

Seawright Apartments. It is a housing for homeless 

but it is a place where they are treated as equal 

part of the society and should not be judged by the 

name of the place they live in.  When they say: “I 

live in the House of Hope” or “Phenix Housing” they 

will be automatically judged and treated like homeless 

person living in the shelter which can have a negative 

impact on getting a job or building relationships. 

When they say: “I live in Seawright Apartments” it 

is just a regular place, a regular apartment and you 

can be anyone there.



Living Building Challenge

Living Building Challenge (LBC) forces Architects and 

Designers to create the most sustainable architecture 

being built today. It is a style of architecture that 

restores and heals the environment around it and Seawright 

Apartments is the place that heals people. LBC encourages 

people to reconnect with the environment, grow food 

and spend time outdoors as much as possible. The nature 

is an extremely important component of the Seawright 

apartments because by connecting with nature residents 

will heal their state of mind faster.Living Building Challenge 

is the perfect program for tge architecture of the Bridge 

Haven project. 



PLACE

Place Petals purpose is to make the human 
environment reconnect with the history of the 
location the human environment is situated in. The 
Place Petal is the guide that determines what is 
an acceptable location for building and how to 
preserve the places that we build on. It encourages 
the local sourcing of food production and the 
creation of communities that are centered on the 
pedestrian, not the automobile. The Place Petal 
is all about making a healthy centralized place, 
making it easier for the community to be 
sustainable.



The land has a close access to a bus stops and walking 

distance to a few restaurants, movie theatre and shopping. 

It is a busy street but has an access to everything residents 

might need without owning a car. 

Building Seawright Apartments on this property would help 

to restore the area by providing shade, agriculture and 

cooling with water feature as well as bringing aesthetically 

pleasing development to the area. 

LIMITS TO GROWTH

PLACE

01
Projects may only be built on grey-
fields or brownfields: previously 
developedsites that are not classified 
as on or adjacent to any of the following 
sensitiv ecological habitats:

• Wetlands: maintain at least 15 
meters, and up to 70 meters  of 
separation

• Primary dunes: maintain at least 
   40 meters of separation
• Old-growth forest: maintain 

at least 
   60 meters of separation
• Virgin prairie: maintain at least 
   30 meters of separation
• Prime farmland
• Within the 100-year flood plain

The apartments are located on the corner of the Eisenhower 

Drive and Seawright Drive on the empty lot that is currently 

used for illegal parking for the businesses around. The land 

has concrete pad outlines for a building but no building was 

ever built there. The lad is surrounded by business and a 

large area of concrete parking which produces heat island 

effect and makes Savannah extremely hot  during summer 

which makes things miserable. 



Main Bulding 2nd Floor

Main Bulding 1st Floor



Apartments Floor Plan



URBAN
AGRICULTURE

PLACE

02
The project must integrate oppor-
tunities for agriculture appropriate 
to its scale anddensity using the 
Floor Area Ratio as a basis for 
calculation. Single-family homes 
must also demonstrate the capacity 
to store at least a two-week supply 
of food.

The project has designated areas for gardening like a rooftop 

garden for small plants like herbs and vines like cucumber of 

hanging strawberries. On the land itself there are areas for 

growing larger plants like tomatoes, pumpkins or potatoes. 

Since the land is not big enough to accommodate the 

land required  for food production by the Living Building 

Challenge all the flora on the site will be vegetable gardens, 

fruit trees, and berry bushes with will increase the food 

growing area by making the whole land as a big farm with 

apartments. 



Bicycle Garage

The land has a close access to a bus stops and walking 

distance to a few restaurants, movie theatre and shopping. 

It is a busy street but has an access to everything residents 

might need without owning a car. 

Building Seawright Apartments on this property would help 

to restore the area by providing shade, agriculture and 

cooling with water feature as well as bringing aesthetically 

pleasing development to the area. 

HUMAN-POWERED
LIVING 

PLACE

04
Each new project should contribute 
toward the creation of walkable, 
pedestrianoriented communities 
and must not lower the density of 
the existing site. Teams must evaluate 
the potential for a project to 
enhance the ability of a community 
to support a human - powered 
lifestyle, and provide a mobility 
plan that addresses the interior 
and exterior of the project.



WATER

The Water Petal is intended to reframe how people 
define waste and use water. The purpose of this 
is reframing is to build an environment where 
water is respected as a precious resource. Primary 
sources of potable water are beginning to dry up. 
This, combined with highly unsustainable water 
use patterns are bad omens for things to come. 
The Water Petal is a forcing function for designers 
to obtain water sustainably and creatively. 



Living Building Challenge requires all water to be collected, 

treated and recycled on the side with is easy to achieve 

except collecting enough water during the hot Savannah 

summer, therefore there should be a well digde on the 

site for the emergency back up during summer. All water 

collected from the rain will be directed to the filter and 

storage under amphitheatre. The project will be using 

pervious concrete which allows water to go right through 

it immediately by leaving the surface always dry, and with 

series of pipes under it will direct all water to one place where 

it will be filtered, store and distributed to all the buildings. 

The underground water storage will also have a grey and 

black water recycling systems that will take care of  used 

water and will allow for it to be used again for gardening.    

NET POSITIVE
WATER

WATER

05
Project water use and release must 
work in harmony with the natural 
water flowsof the site and its 
surroundings. One hundred percent 
of the project’s water needs must 
be supplied by captured precip-
itation or other natural closed 
loop water systems, 11 and/or 
by recycling used project water, 
and must be purified as needed 
without the use of chemicals. All 
stormwater and water discharge, 
including grey and black water, 
must be treated onsite and managed 
either through re-use, a closed 
loop system, or infiltration. 
Excess stormwater can be released 
onto adjacent sites under certain 
conditions.

Pervious concrete

Pervious concrete (also called porous concrete, permeable concrete, no 

fines concrete and porous pavement) is an amazing material that is both 

highly useful and extremely sustainable. It is made of large aggregates 

with only a little fine aggregate or even no fine aggregates at all. It is 

pretty amazing and a wonderfully porous material, which allows water 

to run through it without damaging or flooding the surface. It’s man use 

is light or lowspeed traffic areas like residential streets and parking lots.





ENERGY

The Energy Petal is meant to be the start of a new 
era in energy production. In which buildings demand 
the use of renewable forms of energy only. They 
demand that their energy also be clean and constant. 
Current means of energy production are noxious 
and politically contentious like fossil fuels and 
nuclear. Hydro-electrical power is a poor facsimile 
for clean energy.



NET POSITIVE
ENERGY

ENERGY

06
One hundred and five percent of 
theproject’s energy needs must 
be supplied by on-site renewable 
energy on a net annual basis, 
without the use of on-site combustion. 
Projects must provide on-site energy 
storage for resiliency.

https://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/
the-economics-of-teslas-solar-roof

The project will collect solar energy 

by using two types of systems:

• each apartment will have Tesla 

Solar Roof which will be efficient 

enough because of low energy 

consumption of the apartments 

due to good design and materials 

that help to naturally control 

internal temperature. 

• the common building will have 

more powerful Photovoltaic 

panels which will generate more

energy than necessary and can 

be used to sell the project to 

the community to support the 

residents by lowering the cost of

the rent. 

Tesla Solar Roof

Tesla recently unveiled their 

newest envelop pushing invention, 

the  Tesla  Solar Roof. 

The Solar Roof is photovoltaic 

substrate encased in high strength 

glass. It is more aesthetically 

pleasing than the bland grey 

shingles of a traditional roof. They 

also beat the traditional roof in 

insulation and installation price. 

The Solar Roof comes four styles; 

smooth glass tile, textured glass 

tile, Tuscan glass tile, and slate 

glass tile. 



Solar Photovoltaic

Photovoltaic (PV) Cells, or more colloquially 

solar panels, convert sunlight into electricity. 

PV Cells derive their name from the Photons 

(a component of light) and Voltage (a measure 

of electricity). The Bell Telephone company 

discovered the PV Effect while working with 

silicon in 1954. Solar Panels became the 

obvious choice for applications that required 

a passive source of electrical production 

coupled with no need for constant production, 

powering everything from calculators to 

satellites. Solar cells have gotten smaller, 

lighter, and more productive in the intervening 

60 years. Today PV Technology has reached 

a point where  they can be used as a means 

of commercial power production.



HEALTH &
HAPPINESS

The Health and Happiness Petal is intended to tie 
in the necessary environmental conditions in order 
to make strong and healthy living spaces. Sub - 
optimized living conditions are detrimental to 
human productivity and quality of life. Health & 
Happiness highlights avenues to approach high 
quality health and life which leads to happiness. 
This Petal is extremely difficult to apply as it 
is nearly impossible to determine how human 
beings will operate in your space or how the space 
will evolve over time.



Amphitheater 

The largest part of a courtyard is the amphitheater 

where all the major outdoor meetings are held. 

The arena will be used for morning yoga to start 

the day with positive, relaxed mind and and keep 

the body in shape. 

Yoga has a positive impact on  human existence 

overall and helps people to live a healthy lifestyle. 

The arena also can be used as a performance 

space where any resident can practice and 

share their performing skills.

CIVILIZED
ENVIRONMENT

HEALTH & HAPPINESS

07
The intent of the Health and Happiness 
Petal is to focus on the most important 
environmental conditions that must be 
present to create robust, healthy spaces, 
rather than to address all of the potential 
ways that an interior environment could 
be compromised. Many developments 
provide substandard conditions for 
health and productivity and human 
potential is greatly diminished in these 
places. By focusing attention on the 
ma jor pathways of health we create 
environments designed to optimize our 
well-being.

Creating environments that optimize 
physical and psychological health and 
well-being.

Usually Health and Happiness Petal is the most difficult to 

achieve but the main goal of this project is to create the 

space where people are happy and equal. One of the key 

components to human happiness is to be equal with others 

and to  have equal rights. This is the premise my whole project 

is built on. Equal rights and opportunities is essential for 

creating a sustainable community.

Yoga

Yoga increases body awareness, relieves stress, reduces 

muscle tension, strain, and inflammation, sharpens attention 

and concentration, and calms and centers the nervous

system. Yoga’s positive benefits on mental health have made 

it an important practice tool of psychotherapy.

 American Psychological Association 



HEALTHY
INTERIOR
ENVIRONMENT 

HEALTH & HAPPINESS

08
To promote good indoor air quality, 
a project must create a Healthy 
Interior Environment Plan that 
explains how the project will 
achieve an exemplary indoor 
environment. 

Everyone is different and has different needs, but they can 

develop their skills and knowledge to make the life they 

want to have but everyone should start with equal opportu-

nities. The the project provides its residents with one type 

of apartment that is exactly the same for everyone. They 

will be able to change interior décor according to their taste 

and preferences. The single apartment type provides basic 

equal opportunities for all residents of Seawrite Apartments. 

The Bed

The bed is the most important part of the apartment. Most 

residents of Seawright Apartments come from the streets 

where they had to sleep on the ground or benches or who 

knows where, or coming from shelters where they had to 

share room and sleep on a small hard bed.  Giving these 

people a comfortable, beautiful, and safe place to sleep is 

essential for their recovery. It is a real bed, not a couch that 

turns into bed, or hidden bed in the closet storage, no. A real 

comfortable bed that is the centerpiece of their apartment. 



The window

The apartment has a big window and skylights to bring more 

natural light in and avoid dark depressing environment but 

it also has curtains to provide privacy. If a resident wants to 

have privacy but is afraid of closed spaces they can close 

the window curtains and still have natural light from the 

ceiling. The resident at Seawright Apartments should have 

unlimited access to the nature through these windows. This 

type of window will help residents with mental illness to deal 

with their issues by being connected to nature day and 

night while still being in their apartment. This idea might be 

the best kind of space for people with claustrophobia and 

depression. 



BIOPHILIC
ENVIRONMENT 

HEALTH & HAPPINESS

09
The project must be designed to 
include elements that nurture the 
innate human/nature connection. 
Each project team must engage in a 
minimum of one all-day exploration 
of the biophilic design potential for 
the project.

The project encourages people 

to spend time outside and there 

will be areas where they can all 

get together and enjoy the nature. 

This places include: fire pit, water 

feature, tree garden, rooftop garden 

and picnic areas. 

Fire Pit

The fire pit in this community 

is for talk therapy and to bring 

residence closely outdoors. There 

will be a fun event once a week 

when everyone will get together 

and talk about what’s happening 

in the community. There will be 

smaller talk therapy sessions 

during the week at the picnic area. 

The small sessions will be more 

comfortable for people to open 

up and talk about their problems, 

while the fire pit talk will bring 

everyone together for fun activity 

and connect to each other. 



MATERIALS

Materials Petal is focused on forcing unsustainable 
materials out of the materials economy, thereby 
creating a green materials economy. The current 
materials economy is careless in its consumption 
or its effects. The Materials Petal is ensuring the 
materials market is being guided to a market 
clean of unsustainable materials or materials that 
are toxic to the humans that rely on them.



EMBODIED
CARBON
FOOTPRINT 

MATERIALS

11
The project must account for the 
total embodied carbon (tCO2e) 
impact from its construction through 
a one-time carbon offset in 
the Institute’s new Living Future 
Carbon Exchange or an approved 
carbon offset provider.

Hempcrete

Hempcrete is a material in the same family as concrete; ie. 

a silica aggregate and lime binder. In this case the silica 

is provided by the stem of the hemp plant. The resulting 

material is a lightweight material that has 1/7th the density 

of concrete. Hempcrete is so light in fact that blocks will float 

in water. Hempcrete is not load bearing and but can replace 

concrete in non-loadbearing applications  to bio-composite 

made of the inner woody core of the hemp plant mixed with 

a lime-based binder. The hemp core or “Shiv” has a high 

silica content which allows it to bind well with lime. This 

property is unique to hemp among all natural fibers. 

Hempcrete has been around since the 6th century and 

shows promise today as a carbon neutral building material.

No materials from the Red List shall be used with this project. 

The project will be use hempcrete technology for all of it’s 

buildings. Hemp is a fast growing renewable resource that 

makes an excellent sustainable building material. It will help 

to manage the noise coming from outside and maintain 

comfortable indoor temperature which will reduce the need 

for airconditioning and heating and therefore reduce energy 

consumption. Using hempcrete will also help to reduce the 

carbon footprint. 

RED LIST 

MATERIALS

10
There are temporary exceptions 
for numerous Red List items due to 
current limitations in the materials 
economy.



Facts about LifeTime:

• Leaves no harmful residue in soil or water

• Proudly manufactured in Canada using sustainable resources

• One easy application lasts a LifeTime® with no maintenance

• In use for over 60 years with proven results

• Safe for use in gardens

• Safe for children and play areas

• Can be safely used indoors too

• Apply with brush, roller, spray or by dipping

• 1 imp gallon covers 150-200 square feet and 5 imp gallons cover 

750-1000 square feet

• Can be applied in any weather; even 0 degrees Celsius

• Powder concentrate is light and easy to ship with indefinite shelf life

• No waste; mix only what you need, or store solution indefinately

RESPONSIBLE
INDUSTRY 

MATERIALS

12
The project must advocate for the 
creation and adoption of third-party 
certified standards for sustainable 
resource extraction and fair labor 
practices. Applicable raw materials 
include stone and rock, metal, 
minerals, and timber.

LifeTime® Wood Treatment

LifeTime(r) Wood Treatment is a Canadian firm that makes 

a non-toxic wood stain and was established 60 years ago. 

The company produces a wood stain that is extremely 

versatile and shelf-stable. It is completely safe for plant 

and animal life. LifeTime wood treatment is one of many 

products in the alternative home and building chemicals 

market.

All the outdoor wood on the site will be treated sustainably 

with LifeTime Wood Treatment which will protect wood from 

the weather conditions and expand the life of wood. 



NET POSITIVE
WASTE

MATERIALS

14
The project team must strive to 
reduce or eliminate the production 
of waste during design, construction, 
operation, and end of life in order 
to conserve natural resources and 
to find ways to integrate waste 
back into either an industrial loop 
or natural nutrient loop. All Projects 
must feature at least one salvaged 
material per 500 square meters of 
gross building area or be an adaptive 
reuse of an existing structure.

To achieve this imperative the project will be 

using salvaged wood for flooring. Old real 

wood is much more durable than any new 

cheap flooring from the store and it is very 

aesthetically pleasing. 



EQUITY

The Equity Petal’s purpose is to create a positive 
community that is fair to all members regardless 
of individual variations in the community. It is a 
society blind to the typical characteristics that 
typically define a community such as age, race, 
or class. The intent is to disrupt the current trend 
of communities becoming increasingly insular and 
homogenized. True equity places the title citizen 
above the consumer and since building a structure 
incurs a an environmental impact shared by all 
ethically the same structure must also be able to 
compensate everyone for that impact in the sameway.  



UNIVERSAL
ACCESS TO
NATURE & PLACE

EQUITY

16
All primary transportation, roads 
and non-building infrastructure 
that are considered externally 
focused must be equally accessi-
ble to all members of the public 
regardless of background, age and 
socioeconomic class—including the 
homeless—with reasonable steps 
taken to ensure that all people can 
benefit from the project’s creation.

Universal Design is the right way to achieve 

this imperative. This imperative and Universal 

Design both encouraged to design a scape 

that can be accessed by everyone regardless 

of their background or physical challenges, 

which is the whole idea of this project. 

HUMAN SCALE
+ HUMANE
PLACES

EQUITY

15
The project must be designed to 
create human-scaled rather than 
automobilescaled places so that 
the experience brings out the best 
in humanity and promotes culture 
and interaction. In context of the 
character of each Transect, there 
are specific maximum (and sometimes 
minimum) requirements for paved 
areas, street and block design, 
building scale and signage that 
contribute to livable places. 

Seawright Apartments are tiny but with a lot 

of natural light and every resident will have 

all their necessities met in the apartment or 

common building. All spaces are compact but 

large enough to provide what is needed, so 

there is no waste of space. 

The land is covered with handicap accessible 

walk paths as well as grass areas for laying 

down or picnicking. Both indoor and outdoor 

spaces are designed to give privacy when 

needed but also encourage interaction with 

each other and nature.  



BEAUTY

The Beauty Petal promotes the perception of beauty 
as a necessary initial step which makes people 
care about preserving, conserving, and serving 
the greater good. Our society has made mundanity 
and ugliness the norm and it grates against our 
humanity. By accepting low-brow, cookie cutter 
architecture as acceptable we also condone clear 
cutting and strip mining. 



BEAUTY
& SPIRIT

BEAUTY

19
The project must contain design 
features intended solely for human 
delight and the celebration of 
culture, spirit and place appropriate 
to its function and meaningfully 
integrate public art.

The whole place is designed to be aesthetically 

pleasing because it is suppose to help homeless 

people to heal and connect with nature and 

beauty. But the most beautiful place on the 

site will be the amphitheatre with growing 

vines of wisteria. From the south side of the 

amphitheatre there is a pergola that the wisteria 

vine will be growing on creating the shade 

which will allow the amphitheatre to be used 

even in sunny summer day.



JUST
ORGANIZATIONS

EQUITY

18
The project must help create a more 
JUST, equitable society through 
the transparentdisclosure of the 
business practices of the ma jor 
organizations involved. At least 
one ofthe following project team 
members musthave a JUST Label 
for their organization:

• Architect of Record

• MEP Engineer of Record

• Structural Engineer of Record

• Landscape Architect of Record

• Interior Architect of Record

• Owner/Developer

• Owner’s Representative or Project Manager

• Sustainability Consultant

• Contractor

INSPIRATION
+ EDUCATION

BEAUTY

20
Educational materials about the 
operation and performance of the 
project must be provided to the 
public to share successful solutions 
and to motivate others to make 
change. 

HABITAT
EXCHANGE

PLACE

03
For each hectare of development, 
an equal amount of land away from 
the project site must be set aside in 
perpetuity through the Institute’s 
Living Future Habitat Exchange-
Program or an approved Land 
Trust organization. The minimum 
offset amount is 0.4 hectares.

LIVING
ECONOMY
SOURCING 

MATERIALS

13
The project must incorporate place 
based solutions and contribute to 
the expansion of a regional economy 
rooted in sustainable practices, 
products and services.



There is should be a safe place where everyone 

is equal regardless of their gender, race, sexual 

orientation and religion. A place where the mentally 

ill and disabled have equal access. A place where 

everyone is happy and helps each other. A place to 

heal and restore. A place to enjoy the life not to just 

exist. A place to call home… a place to love… a save 

haven... Bridge Haven 

Because everyone deserves it. 



Images

https://kristimeeuwse.com/category/architecture/

https://t1.daumcdn.net/thumb/R1280x0/?fname=http://t1.daumcdn.net/brunch/service/user/4mx/image/

wPRsrjmF_M-PlXcI0gGoL6eiokw

https://artdec.ca/media/img/catalog/products/extras/annascamera-194.jpg

http://www.valhalco.com/why-use-lifetime-wood-stain.php

http://www.archdaily.com/782059/bamboo-symphony-manasaram-architects

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alicia/are-you-really-happy-thes_b_6453500.html

http://www.wowamazing.com/heartwarming/heroes/10-ways-san-diego-agency-helping-

          citys-homeless-people/

http://ventriloquistdummiesforsale.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/schizophrenia.jpg

http://static.comicvine.com/uploads/original/13/132162/3020671-fear-of-small-spaces-2.jpg

http://i.huffpost.com/gen/1455662/images/o-SCHIZOPHRENIA-facebook.jpg

http://thebostonhomelessproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/0212_homeless-boston.jpg

https://steemit.com/cannabis/@doitvoluntarily/hempcrete-the-future-of-construction

http://thelaststraw.org/building-with-hempcrete-part-1/

https://files.merryjane.com/uploads/article/hero_image/191/main_content_0815-howhempcreteisset-2.jpg 

http://www.sanctuarymagazine.org.au/wp-content/uploads/hempcrete1_s36-3210h4qpmlg5zq4smqx9fk.jpg

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/02/12/yoga-health-benefits_n_4768746.html

Information:

http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/37062.php

http://www.nationalhomeless.org/factsheets/Mental_Illness.pdf

http://www.homelessauthority.org/

http://www.oscm.org/naboutus.html

http://www.unionmission.org/who-we-are/

http://icns-sav.com/

http://parkplaceyes.org/

http://www.greenbriarchildrenscenter.org/

http://living-future.org/lbc/about

https://living-future.org/sites/default/files/15-1215%20Living%20Building%20Challenge%203_0_forweb.pdf

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pervious_concrete

http://www.perviouspavement.org/

http://www.consumerreports.org/roofing/heres-how-much-teslas-new-solar-roof-shingles-could-cost/

http://www.americanlimetechnology.com/what-is-hempcrete/

http://www.americanhempllc.com/hempcrete

http://www.hempcrete.ca/why-hempcrete/

http://www.valhalco.com/why-use-lifetime-wood-stain.php

https://www.nrel.gov/workingwithus/re-photovoltaics.html

http://www.cnn.com/2016/11/04/health/meditation-in-schools-baltimore/

https://soapboxie.com/social-issues/homelessness-myths-misconceptions

http://homelessauthority.org/homeless-outreach.cfm

http://www.nationalhomeless.org/factsheets/Mental_Illness.pdf

http://www.kolemc.com/






